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• Elucidate the ‘domestic’ as terrain for framing and naming deficient 
subjects.
• Unpacking the disciplinary gaze trained on ‘domestic’, reproductive sites and 

spaces such as relationships, families and communities.

• Interrogate the ‘domestic’ as an intensified space of correction and 
consider the effects.
• Brief focus here not on TFP but on empirical studies of urban ‘regeneration’ 

and community activation.
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• Economic stasis and crises of social reproduction → sharpened 
demarcations of performance and value → clarifications of lack and audits 
of failure. 

• Predictably, it is the ‘practices and behaviours’ of the excluded we see 
‘known and named’ (McKenzie, 2015).

• In the course of demarcating , clarifying, auditing, knowing and naming, we 
see a panoply of inventive figures, registers and aesthetics brought to bear.

• These assemble, classify, punish and seek to ‘resolve’ the ‘monstrous’ 
subject (Skeggs, 2014).



‘Fixing the responsibility deficit’ (DC)      ‘Appalling social deficit’ (KC)

Framing and naming. 
In 2011, opportunity knocked.
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• Domestication of deficits: problem people from problem families 
destroying their own communities

• Policy responses also had a powerful ‘domestic’ impulse:

• Troubled Families Programme: nimble and easily invoked policy
• “Rows which spill out into the street” (Casey, 2014).

• “Tormenting neighbours” (Cameron, 2011) 

• Praise for ‘clean up’ resilience

• ‘Tough’ law and order response

• ‘Regeneration’ of affected communities 





Cohering landscapes of trouble and 
correction. 

• The ‘riots’ response was an intense moment in an ongoing 
agenda of ‘therapeutic’ interventions across/through the 
‘domestic’:

• Intervene in families

• Activate communities to build social capital

• Guarantee ‘tough’ penalties for antisocial, problem nightmares

• ‘Regenerate’ / gentrify problem areas

• Localise the delivery of cuts, retrenchments and interventions



Living in/through spaces of correction.

• Pressure on residents to perform and 
deliver at home, in the community and 
vis a vis the state, often at significant 
emotional cost.

• Belonging to place and local-social space 
made conditional.



Living in/through spaces of correction.

• Pressure on residents to perform and 
deliver at home, in the community and 
vis a vis the state, often at significant 
emotional cost.

• Belonging to place and local-social space 
made conditional.

• Corrective policies often guilty of 
dislocating agency from histories of 
harm, resentment and neglect.



‘We’ve had nothing for so long, that we don’t 
know what to ask for’ 

(Jacqui, council tenant in Salford)



A corrected community in Salford.





How best to ‘inspire’ community ‘correction’?



Fresh deficits and troubles?

• Post-crash neoliberal imaginaries: fetishizing attachment? 
• ‘Sharing’ economy and accrual of ‘reputational capital’
• ‘New urbanism’ and ‘craft’ politics
• Thrifty and creative solutionism
• Austere DIY societies

• Striking contrast with the ‘troubled’ who are deemed to be TOO attached 
to their cultures of dependency and strife.

• Drawing new boundaries and distinctions of valued social and economic 
‘performance’.


