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• The Long Depression (1873-1896)

• The Great Depression (1930-1934) 

• The Oil Crisis (1973-1975) 

• The Global Crisis (2008-2012)



Hyde Park Railings Affair



Huge expansion in philanthropy in the context of wealth polarisation
(then as now)



In the short intervals we encounter the whining 
interruptions of the sturdy Irishman who is always starving 
or that odious girl who is forever taking God’s name in vain. 
We enter a pastry cook’s for a modest luncheon of biscuit or 
bun; a whole family of ragged vagabonds watch every 
mouthful we eat. Before our walk is half finished we have 
run the gauntlet of every form of pretended distress. 

Dr Guy, The Curse of Beggars, cited in Gareth Stedman Jones 1971; 243



Men, who should hold up their heads as self-respecting 

fathers, learning to sing like beggars, all because we give 

pennies. 
(Octavia Hill 1869)



Thomas Chalmers 

Strict investigation of applicant’s character 
exerts a ‘preventative influence – and they 

simply cease to apply’



Charity Organisation Society by Henry Tonks
(in Tate Britain)

Mass unemployment in the long depression
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Kim is short with both boys. She told me they 
wouldn’t listen. Kim is talking harshly to the 
children. Jamie played well most of the time. Luke 
whining and seemed uninterested in any of the 
activities.
(Family Action – case file, 2013)

Kim and Luke in for family play activity. Luke 
was quite hyper at first. Luke interacted well with 
the songs. Luke didn’t really engage with the 
activity. Messy play he found difficult as he 
normally uses paint brushes or finger paints. 
Luke was able to interact with the cuddle facing 
mum when we sang I love you, which Kim really 
enjoyed.

(Family Action – case file, 2013)



It seems that they have always viewed social work help 
in terms of material provision and although I have 
tried to convey that this is only part of my role I am 
not sure how successful I have been. Mrs Morgan, on 
occasion has expressed some hostility and this has 
usually been when material goods have not been 
forthcoming 

(FSU case file - 1975)



Sandra feels a strong sense of failure and guilt over the way 
her life has gone and the family have turned out, but she 
does not admit it, instead she projects it all on to John 
(husband) and blames him.

(FSU casefile 1975)

In conversations Mrs Morgan often seems to be the dominant 
partner and I get the impression that Mr Morgan often agrees 
with her for the sake of a quiet life. However, on several 
occasions it seems that on issues they view as important Mr 
Morgan acts as the family spokesman and leader. Mr 
Morgan is the one that usually explains the situation in a 
quieter and more articulate way than his wife. On such 
occasions Mrs Morgan seems to accept his leadership. 

(FSU casefile 1975)


